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says a spokesman for the nonprofit National Association of Colleges and Employers. "A serious reshaping” of
the industry is under way that could change the outlook, he adds. New government projections are due out in
December.

Q: You've written about the intense competition to get into some colleges and universities. What about the
private, for-profit colleges that advertise heavily? Are they worth attending?

- Por d,C

A: The answer depends on your goals and the school you're considering. Many for-profit colleges offer
worthwhile programs that can benefit career-minded adults looking for specific skills, certificates or
credentials, as well as other kinds of students. However, as with any college, you should vet a school carefully.
Check out its accreditation first; a college's Web site should include this information. Students who want to
be able to transfer credits readily to other institutions, gain admission to graduate school, or earn maximum
credibility for degrees earned, typically choose schools that have passed muster with one of several regional
accrediting organizations, says Vicky Phillips, founder o a Web site on higher education;
more information on accreditation can be found there or at the Council for Higher Education Accreditation
site

Compare tuition rates because some for-profit colleges are more expensive than traditional schools, Ms.
Phillips says. Also, find out how long the school has been established, how many faculty members it has and
how much training professors receive. Ask about the rates of job placement or graduate-school enrollment
after graduation. Finally, request a list of alumni to contact for information.

= Ei For commentary on these and other work-life issues, see our work-life
blog
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